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SUBJECT: KUWAIT PRESS REACTION TO VISIT OE SECY BLUMENTHAL (OCT.26) 

1. SECY,BLUMENTHAL'S ARRIVAL AND ACCOMPANYING STATEMENT 
SHARED THE OCT. 26 HEADLINES WITH STORIES ON THE MURDER 
OF UAE MINISTER OE STATE GHUBASH AX ABU DHABI AIRPORT. 

(ALL EDITORIALS DISCUSSED THE MURDER.) HEADLINES ABOUT 
BLUMENTHAL INCLUDED THE EOLLOWING: "AMERICA DOES NOT THREATEN 
OIL COUNTRIES" (AL ANBA FRONT PAGE; "AMERICA HAS THE RIGHT 
TO PROTECT ITS INTERESTS" (AL-QABAS FRONT PAGE); "BLUMENTHAL 
DENIES SCHLESINGER THREAT" (KUWAIT TIMES FRONT PAGE; "THE 
AMERICAN SECRETARY...ARRIVES IN KUWAIT AT A TIME WHEN THE 
DOLLAR CRISIS CHANGES FROM AN ECONOMIC INTO A POLITICAL ONE" 

(AL SIYASAH, PAGE 6); "SCHLESINGER DID NOT THREATEN OIL 
COUNTRIES, HE IS MISUNDERSTOOD" (AL RAI AL AM, PAGE 15). MOST 
OF THESE STORIES QUOTED LIBERALLY AND ACCURATELY FROM 
THE SECRETARY'S ARRIVAL STATEMENT, HIGHLIGHTING 
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HIS REMARKS ABOUT THE SECURITY OF OIL SUPPLIES AND US 
RESPECT FOR EACH NATION’S RIGHT TO PROTECT NATURAL 
RESOURCES. COVERAGE OF THE VISIT BY GOK-CONTROLLED RADIO 
KUWAIT WAS TYPICALLY BLAND AND LAUDATORY OF THE GOK. IT 
HIGHLIGHTED THE SECRETARY'S COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS ABOUT 
THE HIGH LEVEL OE KUWAIT FOREIGN AID AND GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH THE US. 
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2. COMMENT: WE WERE PLEASED BY THE OCT. 26 LOCAL PRESS 
COVERAGE OE SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL'S ARRIVAL ON SEVERAL 
ACCOUNTS. THE VISIT WAS KEPT OUT OP THE EDITORIAL COLUMNS 
BY THE CONCURRENT MURDER STORY-THIS DISPLACEMENT MAY 
HAVE BEEN A GOOD THING, GIVEN PRIOR COOL EDITORIAL TREATMENT. 
ALSO, THE STORIES THEMSELVES WERE UNUSUALLY OBJECTIVE AND 
COMPLETE, SOME REITERATING POINT BY POINT WHAT THE SECRETARY 
HAD TO SAY. EVEN THE RATHER OMINOUS AL-QABAS HEADLINE 
QUOTED ABOVE MAY HAVE BEEN AN EDITORIAL OVERSIGHT: WE GOT 
A CALL PROM THE NEWSPAPER APOLOGIZING POR THE HEADLINE AND 
ADMITTING THAT IT DID NOT REELECT THE TENOR OP THE SECRETARY'S 
REMARKS NOR THE STORY SUMMARIZING THE REMARKS. 

MAESTRONE 
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